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Pearson, Hesketh Dizzy 


Harper. Aug. 22, 1951. 310p. $4.00. 


Hesketh Pearson’s latest biographical effort should as- 
sure that has completed the D’s his gallery 
Victorian portraits; Darwin, Dickens, Doyle, and now 
Disraeli. brisk and eminently readable study 
the political novelist, Prime Minister, favorite Queen 
Victoria, and first Earl Beaconsfield that follows 
Pearson’s usual method exploring personality rather 
than attempting definitive chronicle detail. Thus 
the youthful years are quickly dismissed and several 
later periods productive but routine activity are 
boldly telescoped allow concentration matters, 
whether famous trivial, that show the mixture 
wit, vanity, flamboyance, ambition, domesticity, patriot- 
ism, romantic imagination, sincerity, and stern devotion 
principle that Pearson conceives the paradoxi- 
cal makeup his subject. 


Two main strands, Pearson believes, are discernible 
Disraeli’s nature: passion for domesticity and bound- 
less ambition. The former, despite early indulgence 
mistress and the boast that among the many follies 
might commit would never guilty marrying 
for love, eventually resulted marriage with Lady 
Mary Anne Wyndham Lewis. Along with her feather- 
headed exterior Mary Anne brought their wholly 
happy union practicality and faith her husband’s 
greatness which, joined his adroit popularity with 
the Queen whom helped establish popular 
favor, largely justified Dizzy’s later reflection that 
owed all his success women. The same sense 
dependence perhaps explains his constant flattering 
women and his falling love, seventy, with another 
man’s wife. 


Yet his ambition was also strongly self-dependent, 
shown his refusal party man and his sure 
parliamentary strategy the famous struggles with 
Peel and Gladstone. The success Commons that 
eventually made Disraeli ruler England during some 
the most opulent years British imperialism 
shown the result simple but unswerving tactics: 
was always present; knew the facts; remained 
unruffled; had genius speaker. Victoria’s 
Prime Minister achieved territorial enlargement, 
control the Suez Canal, reduction Russian influ- 
ence the Balkans, conversion the Thames from 
sewer river, and compromise the difficulties 
within the Church England. 
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handling the religious problems his tenure, how- 
ever, Disraeli was only partly successful. The Irish 
Church Bill, which opposed, was passed and even- 
tually brought the split and civil war had warned 
would come; but himself was guilty opportunism 
capitalizing occasionally anti-Catholic sentiment, 
and his novel Lothair shows certain egoistic 
ority the squabbles among all religious creeds. Pear- 
son makes much more Disraeli’s belief the para- 
mount importance race the key success than 
his religious attitudes. 


Though the major portion the book concerned 
with Disraeli political figure, his literary 
adequately reported. this phase his work Pear- 
son brings critical insight and pointed style that 
matches the witty epigrams much admires and 
constantly quotes from Disraeli’s speeches and writings. 
The critiques the novels notice characterization, 
structure, and theme; but they concentrate exposing 
self-portraiture the stories. aphorist 
not novelist,” says Pearson. “He has not the art 
weaving his theme into the texture the Such 
pithy generalizations abound both biographer and 
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Pearson Smith Ronald 


subject. They show that Pearson always admires and 
usually respects Disraeli but does not worshipfully fail 
see the man’s faults and failures. realizes that 
the writing fiction was not one Disraeli’s great 


Readers with some interest history will enjoy the 
book for its palatable presentation personages, poli- 
tics, and the interplay economic and social forces 
during the latter half the nineteenth century well 
for the intimacy the central figure. Particularly 
striking the exposition the rise the middle and 
lower classes political importance and social dignity. 
Though the presentation sprightly and would satisfy 
even Victorian standards respectability, aimed 
adult rather than juvenile public. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn the Brave Music 
Dutton. Aug, 20, 1951. 256p. $3.00. 


This pleasant, romantic novel, clean, fresh and 
entertaining. Though the disappointments 
edies life necessarily contribute the plot, comes 
conclusion decidedly the up-turn, and the tone 
throughout unabashedly idealistic and even opti- 
mistic. Granted, too, that all the incidents plot and 
sub-plot are not completely plausible, and that the 
social values attributed the seven-year-old girl with 
whom the story begins are times unrealistically 
projected into our own times, the account neatly 
constructed and interestingly told. Especially sym- 
pathetic the manipulation some the adult rela- 
tionships, half perceived the child, and felt rather 


than understood. Convincing, too, the author’s suc- 


cess making her readers feel the response the child 
from the grimy, smoky north-country town the wind, 
the moors, the growing things and the freedom the 
farm which she frequently escapes. 


Pretty, gold-haired Sylvie and stocky, shock-headed, 
dark Ruan were the small daughters Nonconformist 
parson and his County wife. The love which had 
blazed between the latter two had died long before the 
sensitive Ruan became aware domestic cross-cur- 
rents. Partly, this unconsciousness may have been due 
the long visits Ruan paid Rosie Day’s home, Rosie 
who was hearty and rich and without pretense, even 
her love for the farmer who managed her country 
place. But after Ruan’s baby brother died, and Sylvie 
and her mother began ride Captain Dalton’s 
Academy (most inappropriately for Chapel folk) the 
break-up came quickly. The beautiful mother went 
away with Captain Dalton; the god-fearing father went 
Africa convert the heathen; and Sylvie and Ruan 
were taken into their maternal uncle’s home the 
mouldy, neglected, empty Cobbetts. Generations be- 
fore when fortune smiled the family, the name had 
been Cold Abbot’s Hall, and the holdings had included 
hundred acres parkland, great dancing hall and 
chapel. Long since, however, the land had been 
sold, acre acre; the oaks, tree tree; and the paint- 
ings, one time. The few remaining pictures went 
pay for Sylvie’s schooling (and Ruan’s reluctant 
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year) and for Sylvie’s Continental tour. Though 
was Ruan who loved the place, was Sylvie whom 
was bequeathed the uncle’s death, because she 
looked like the family and would become the house, 
Ruan was content her greater riches, since she had 
David, Rosie’s ward, who had entered her life her 
seventh birthday and was never leave it. 


The title comes from line the Rubaiyat, “O, the 
brave music distant drum”, and refers Ruan’s 
childhood belief that desire was more ecstatically 
fying than realization and possession. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* 


Ronald, James Man Born Woman 
Lippincott. Aug. 22, 1951. 318p. $3.50. 


This particular novel is, the publishers tell the 
back the book-jacket, Mr. Ronald’s twenty-fifth book. 
the page facing the title-page the book itself, 
listed the fifth James Ronald”. The 
discrepancy figures might indicate that Lippincott 
Company has published only five out twenty-five 
Mr. Ronald’s novels; might mean that only five 
Mr. Ronald’s twenty-five books are novels. could 
possibly mean that have caught the author the 
print the book-jacket another case enthusiastic 
exaggeration? Whatever the answer be, Mr. Ronald 
has been writing novels long enough turn out very 
good technical job; and that what Man Born 
Woman is: competent craftsmanship, interesting 
story, tale well told. Need always look for some- 
thing more significant fiction. 


Man Born Woman starts out the story the 
first eleven years the life Quentin Gourlay. But be- 
cause what because his parents and their 
families, have told that the son Hamish 
Gourlay, unkempt and unsuccessful Scottish artist 
who paints furiously and lives paint, but never satis- 
fies himself any purchasers, satisfies not even his wife 
occasional tutor. rescued from poverty the 
impulsive action Esther Vine, who was the spinsterish 
second daughter Bramcaster carpet-mill owner, 
and who was, with her ineffecutal father, dominated 
her elder step-sister, Sarah. takes the little 
inheritance she had from her mother and runs off with 
Hamish, forfeiting her share what she might expect 
from her father’s estate. long her money lasted, 
Esther tried vain make Hamish respectable and 


issued the Lib Universi 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, 


Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 
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separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
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sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1950, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 


From Here Eternity (IV) Jones 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) 
Proud New Flags (IIb) 
loy Street (1) 

Return Paradise (III) 

Festival (IIb) 

The Disenchanted (III) 

New York (IV) 

Morning Journey (IIb) 

Rain the Wind Macken 


Washington Confidential (IIb) Lait 

King’s Story (Ila) Windsor 
Kon-Tiki Heyerdahl 
His Eye the Sparrow Waters 
Riddle MacArthur (Ila) Gunther 


successful. When, the money gone and debts accrued, 
they are forced live poverty the Mediterranean 
island Palos, Esther gives the unequal struggle 
and lapses into careless indifference. Neither she nor 
Hamish had wanted the child, Quentin, and let 
run, first the care French maid-servant, then 
one’s care. The three return Scotland when, 
last resource, Hamish has promise take 
contract teach art small school; contract 
obtained for him his bookkeeper brother. When 


Esther dies finally, after pretending ill, Hamish 
takes off again his wanderings, pausing only long 


enough leave Quentin the care his aunt Sarah, 
who jealous the boy rival for the affections 
and the fortune his grandfather. But this period 
semi-peace and prosperity does not last much more 
than year, and Quentin foisted off the struggling 
bookkeeper, who earning barely enough support 
his wife and two daughters. Into this ménage comes 
Hamish’s and Hugh’s sister, Bella, school teacher who 
has got herself disgraced the town where she had 
lived. She brings real warmth into the boy’s life; but 
when she married, Quentin tries run away 
join his father, not knowing that his father does not 
want him with him. learns, just time, that 
needed Hugh and Eliza, and returns share their 
life. And that the story. 

The characterization most the people this novel 
well done. But the portrayal Hamish the painter 
would prove again that almost impossible make 
self-absorbed artist credible. The only one have 
found equal that task Joyce Carey. But James 
Ronald comes pretty close doing it. 


Adult readers should find this story boy’s need 
affection better than average, not top-drawer. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Slaughter, Frank The Road Bithynia 

Doubleday. Aug. 15, 1951. 330p. $3.50. 

the beginning this book, the reader apt be- 

lieve that offensive only his aesthetical sense. 
dialogue strongly reminiscent the exposition 


Slaughter Nagle 


amateur play, with one character asking the most 
unlikely questions and the other giving stiff and un- 
natural answers. the reader goes along, however, 
discovers that insult being offered not only 
his sense fitness but also his intelligence. The 
obviously sincere preface, with its protestation rever- 
ence for God and for historical truth, not quite dis- 
arming enough make one accept the narrative the 
life and trials Saint Luke. 


Under the guise historical fiction, Dr. Slaughter has 
given modernism infused with generous gush 
contemporary sentimentalism. shows historical 
sense his interpretation the minds the early 
Christians; his efforts make the first century real, 
talks continually terms the twentieth century, 
never realizing that the link between concept and ex- 
pression vital and essential one, and that not 
just putting early Christian thought into modern terms 
—he distorting that thought. 


Making another age come life has, however, peculiar 
and great difficulties, and failures along this line could 
overlooked. There are this novel, unfortunately, 
more serious errors which vitiate the whole work. Here 
are just few examples: Luke was leader the 
Christians many places before even believed 
the divinity Christ; Saint Paul’s journey into Mace- 
donia was undertaken because wanted take Luke 
away from his wife Thecla—Paul loved her pure 
way, and could not bear the thought Luke’s having 
carnal relations with his own wife, whose existence, 
incidentally, depends apocrypha and conjecture; be- 
lief the divinity Christ was not common neces- 
sary among the early Christians; Paul alone among the 
early Christians preached the doctrine redemption 
through the sacrifice Christ, and probably got 
the idea from Mithraism. 


The attempted rationalizations the miracles con- 
nected with Peter’s release from prison and Paul’s 
preaching are rather pathetic. There description 
the defeat Aphrodite which involves contrivances 
much more difficult than simple miracle. gen- 
eral, may said that Dr. Slaughter seems have 
perfect horror for truth truth leads him little 
beyond the rotarian sentimentality that serves many 
complacent souls substitute for thought. 


Perhaps the author meant insult when placed 
Mary Magdalene’s home entirely unexplained 
daughter; but certainly any Christians who bother 
read through the end the book, where Mary first 
appears, will sure take offense, and justly. can’t 
think any reason why anyone except reviewer 
should read Road Bithynia. 


William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Nagle, Rev. Urban, O.P. Behind the Masque 
McMullen. Aug. 15, 1951. 309p. $3.50. 

Father Nagle, with Father Thomas Carey who also 
member the Order Preachers (which say 
Dominican), are identified with the Blackfriars, which 
date the most successful several ventures 


100 Stover Carson 


establish Catholic Theater. fact, Fathers Nagle 
and Carey started the movement, fostered it, helped 
spread, and have built with painstaking care the 
Blackfriars Theater New York. They were the 
founders, too, the Catholic University School 
Speech and Drama which has won deserved recogni- 
tion, under the guidance their brother-in-religion, 
Father Gilbert Hartke, O.P., the most vital college 
theater the United States. 


From the beginning the Blackfriars 
Father Nagle made decisive step forward when 
ambitioned group which would devote themselves 
producing new plays professionally mounted 
manner possible. This has 
through ten years New York, spite scant funds, 
opposition from many quarters including municipal 
authorities well the theatrical overlords who could 
not quite understand the concept non-profit theater 
venture, particularly one which resented being called 
The history the Blackfriars Theater 
New York thus far admirable and estimable. Cour- 
age and skill are inspired with nobility purpose 
that does not boggle such problems critical apathy, 
the inordinate demands short-sighted leaders the 
Theatrical Protective Union, cramped theater and 
meager income. 


Father Nagle’s story his struggle and successes told 
with urbanity that does not belie his name. 
account good-humored throughout, disarms 
criticism. Anyone who has ever had anything 
with trying manage “Catholic Theater”, collegiate, 
parochial, regional will recognize the amount 
work and worry that told only between the lines 
Behind the Masque and will have his cap off Father 
Nagle well before the end the book. little the 
success the Blackfriars has been due Father Nagle’s 
playwriting ability, witnessed such products 
Barter, Catherine the Valiant, Savonarola, 
Light, the Seventh Day, Lady Fatima, and City 
Kings. 

Behind the Masque should find featured place 
every library shelf and deserves wide reading more 
than merely those interested the theater. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Stover, Herbert Powder Mission 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 13, 1951. 278p. $3.00. 

Barred from re-enlistment Mad Anthony Wayne’s 
regiments, because some overly-free knife work, Martin 
Jon Richtier, methodical Dutch farmer, commissioned 
Wayne and later George Washington for some 
cloak-and-dagger confidential work the The 
patriot cause was failing for lack powder and gold 
and Colonel George Gibson the famed 
was sent New Orleans obtain supply 
both from the Spaniards. But Gibson was not 
trusted ‘and Richtier was sent along ensure success. 
the trip meets Hester Jordan who seems 
Tory spy and Dr. Hartlin who one. Power and 
brought safely Fort Pitt where the latter 
stolen Hartlin who then gives the British cock- 
and-bull story losing back the Americans, while 


Best 


caching safely for himself. Violence and sudden 
death stalked the party their journey and Richtier 
knew that something underhanded was the air but 
was unable clarify any his suspicions. Sent 
Detroit effort work out prisoner exchange 
Richtier detained the British but escapes, kid- 
napping Hartlin leaves. Their party ambushed 
Simon Girty who tortures and kills Hartlin 
effort learn the gold’s location. After their escape 
Martin and Hester, who now revealed 
agent, make their way east, following clue obtained 
from the dying Hartlin and later map discovered 
his watch case. Their party pursued Girty and 
band Indians with whom they fight 
battle until the gold recovered and finally brought 
Washington. 

Powder Mission cut from the same cloth and accord- 
ing the same pattern Men Buckskin and Song 
the Susquehanna, Mr. Stover’s two previous efforts, 
rather dull but courageous young man trapped 
web intrigue from which finally emerges win 
his ideal girl and render significant service his coun- 
try. usual there are multitude minor char- 
acters and background frontier love with minor 
historical incidents. There little quarrel with Mr. 
Stover’s research; his historical background well done. 
But his plots are stereotyped, his characters never quite 
lose their pristine awkwardness and the whole story 
that barely short craftsmanship. The books are 
quite readable but one frequently exasperated with 
Mr. Stover’s heroes who, like the British, never seem 
win any but the last battle. Powder Mission un- 
complicated the usual illicit sex but because 
rather undue insistence vengeance should recom- 
mended only adults. 


Carson, Rachel The Sea Around 
Oxford University Press. July 1951. 230p. $3.50. 


Three-fifths the earth’s surface covered the 
oceans the world—one man’s last frontiers, one 
his major natural mysteries and one the factors 
which plays major role all human endeavors. 
aquatic biologist and oceanographer her own 
right Miss Carson has written fascinating story the 
ocean’s natural history which deserves read 
anyone interested the painless acquisition knowl 
edge about the milieu which live. has 
learned utilize some natural forces, suspend 
activities turn them into his own channels but the 
major physical forces earth, air and water still defy 
his and all that wreak their will upon him, 
water far the most important. Some the story 
water, its vast reservoir and workshop, the ocean, 
Miss Carson has told herein and told exceedingly well. 


Beginning with theoretical description the possible 
origin the earth and the evolution the oceans, she 
covers such topics the regions the oceans, the 
topography ocean floors and their relations the 
shifting crust earth, the development islands, the 
pattern ancient seas, the cycle life the sea, 
winds, waves, tides, currents, wealth from the sea, the 
ocean thermo-regulator and host others. The 
culled and garnered knowledge many people 
many centuries gathered and Miss Carson’s facile 
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pen spread before one the finest and most read- 
able pictures the ocean ever presented. The 
book well worth reading and may recommended 
everyone. 


Fabiola 
May 29, 1951. 


Wiseman, Nicholas Cardinal 
Retold Eddie Doherty. Kenedy. 
$3.00. 

Cardinal Wiseman’s story the brave and noble 
Roman maiden who typifies the convert-martyrs the 
early Church, belongs the group books about the 
infancy Christianity that includes also Newman’s 
Callista, Sienkiewicz’s Quo Vadis, Wallace’s Ben Hur, 
and, perhaps, that literary “flirtation with the liturgy”, 
Pater’s Marius the Epicurean. the five, Quo Vadis 
and Ben Hur were certainly the most popular, and per- 
haps still are; the Newman and Wiseman volumes have 
always suffered from being somewhat too stuffy and 
pretentious, and all too long for modern taste that can- 
not even conceive the enthusiasm with which the 
19th century greeted its “three-decker” novels. 


The experiment re-doing the 19th century fictional 
classics has been tried before, notably Somerset 
Maugham his series novels that period; was 
harder job that Eddie Doherty undertook when 
set about re-write novel that, best, would appeal 
smaller public than ever did Dickens Melville. 
But has, seems this reviewer, succeeded admir- 
ably producing work that may find readers both 
the high school and adult has made the 
plot Fabiola, slight is, discernible, and the char- 
acters attractive without being priggish typically 19th- 
century-saintly. 


probably true, the publishers urge the jacket- 
blurb that the story Fabiola and Agnes and Sebastian 
and their fellow-martyrs the early Church, has espe- 
cial timeliness this age martyrdom large 
scale—so that Mr. Doherty can thought having 
not only revived classic, but having furnished 
badly needed tract for the The book can 
recommended all classes readers. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* 


Schwarz, Solomon 

The Jews the Soviet Union 
Syracuse University Press. Aug. 380p. $5.00. 
you think that Russia run that one 
reason why you dislike the Union Socialist Soviet 
is, you will perhaps have relinquish 
that particular reason for your aversion the U.S.S.R., 
you read this book. one the most thoroughly 
documented volumes that this reviewer has read, the 
Russian born Dr. Schwarz seems have effectively 
atomized that conception. Repeatedly arrested the 
Tsarist police for his political activities prior 1917, 
was ordered deported the Communists 1922 
because his opposition the Soviet regime. 


Although, the author observes, “Antisemitism 
pre-revolutionary Russia was part and parcel the 


Wiseman Schwarz Kiely 101 


government’s general policy”, nevertheless the move- 
ment “found little echo among the people”. Hence, 
the million Jews Russia 1790 increased about 
five million 1900. They then represented about 
the population, compared about today. 
With the overthrow the Tsar 1917, the Jews were 
able move about more principles 
contained declarations against antisemitism. de- 
nied, however, did Stalin, that the Jews represented 
nation. 


Schwarz denies that the Jews and Communism were 
closely related 1917-1918, despite the prominence 
the Communist movement few leaders who hap- 
pened Jews, but who were not prominent 
Jewish affairs. However, because the anti-Soviet armies 
1918-1921 seemed also anti-Jewish, the Jews 
began favor Communism the lesser two evils. 


The material about the settlements Jews the 
province Birobidzahn especially interesting. Defer- 
ring momentarily the contention the Jews that 
they constituted nation, the Communists arranged 
1928 for the Jews establish national home Soviet 
soil the barren eastern province Birobidzahn. The 
reasons for the failure the venture are given detail. 


Then came the even wider dispersion the Jews, dur- 
ing World War II. Then also began one more tragic 
chapter the sad life history the Jewish people. 
The Soviet government did not permit Jews from the 
annexed territories enter Russia; neither did seem 
concerned about the slaughter Jews Nazis, the 
Nazis moved into Russian territory. estimated, for 
example, that the Germans killed about 8,000 Jews 
Odessa; about 7,000 Kerch; about 10,500 Dnepro- 
seems that about 1,300,000 Jews were murdered during 
World War Russian territory. 


Now, after all this horror, the author maintains that 
the Soviet government secretly permitting and en- 
couraging strong strain antisemitism develop. 
The stock charges against the Jews are being used, all 
which the author then proceeds analyze and dis- 
sect carefully and objectively. the March, 1950, 
elections, moreover, the Jews were almost completely 
eliminated from membership the Supreme Soviet. 
the 678 new members the Soviet the Union, 
only two are Jewish. the Soviet Nationalities, 
which has 638 members, three are thought Jewish. 
Jewish officeholders have been eliminated 
tically all branches the government. The reviewer 
recommends this book anyone who still blames the 


Jews for Josef Stalin. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Kiely, Benedict Call for Miracle 
Dutton, July 23, 1951. 252p. $3.00. 


This second novel one the more capable the 
young Irish novelists now writing, the story 
two very unhappy young people; who might have 
worked for each other the that would 
have given them happiness life—but 
against whom ignorance, jealousy, and greed, 


102 Homan Gollancz 


persons the novel’s minor figures, were implacably 
ranked. the story David Murray, crippled son 
mother that resembles one Mauriac’s fiendishly 
dominating parents; and Mary Fergus, daughter 
father whose brutality has caused her hate and 
continually victimize the male the species. Brought 
together chance, the two see, each the other, 
chance for redemption into life and happiness, but tale- 
bearing friends convince David’s mother that will 
injured Mary. Learning that his mother has 
forbidden Mary visit him, David, superhuman 
effort, pulls himself from his bed, and, the effort 
visit Mary’s home, dies. Mary commits suicide when 
the news David’s death reaches her. 


This but bare outline story that richly filled 
with wealth characters drawn from the multi- 
tudinous life Dublin and the Irish countryside. About 
both David and Mary circle groups friends and 
acquaintances, many them finely-drawn characters, 
important their own right. there are Big Magee, 
the professional newspaperman, dimly aware values 
beyond his front-page world, but impelled cast them 
all into his own formula; Philomena Kane, normal, 
healthy Irish lass, drawn Mary the strength 
her personality, warped though is; Brian Flood, phi- 
landerer and amateur philosopher, started, perhaps 
the road redemption his chance contact with 
Mary and Philomena; Father Peter, the rather stylized 
poor, holy clumsy Irish priest, whom David’s mother 
believes will work the miracle that will make him walk. 


The one that might have worked that miracle, 
course, was Mary, and destroying her, the jealous 
mother destroys her son and perhaps herself also, 
far her soul concerned. 


Out such unpromising materials, Mr. Kiely has 


wrought fine novel, different style and matter than 


are accustomed expect find Irish fiction. Not 
only because the realism that characterizes the work, 


-but because also the maturity that demanded 


the reader who would know the stature the book, 
the work not recommended for high school libraries 
nor for adolescent readers—but adults will find good 


literary fare. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Homan, Helen Walker Letters the Martyrs 
David McKay. Aug. 15, 1951. 236p. $3.00. 


Those who remember, do, reading with pleasure 
and profit Mrs. Homan’s Post the Apostles, pub- 
lished some years back and still popular, will welcome 
her Letters the Martyrs. 


Mrs. Homan’s device here pair off martyrs our 
own times with near prototype from among the canon 
early Christian saints: Archbishop Stepinac with 
Saint Stephen; Saint, Maria Goretti with Saint Agnes; 
Pro, with Saint Lawrence; Cardinal 
Mindszenty with Saint Ignatius Antioch; Father 
with Saint Thomas; Bishop 
Barroso, Spain, with Saint Sebastian; Father Francis 


Best 


Kolbe, O.F.M., with the Forty Martyrs 
Father Alfred Delp, S.J., with Saint Lucian. Thus she 
presents the salient facts the lives sixteen 
witnesses the Faith, not all whom are, yet, 
officially canonized saints, however saintly their sac- 
rifice their lives have been. But the underlying 
theme this series quiet and meditative studies, 
that ours also “age inescapable 
All men and women and young folk good will, will 
find inspiration this collection eight 
And there catholicity the selection the 
“martyrs”, particularly the moderns, which striking: 
Hungary, Italy, Yugoslavia, Mexico, Spain, Poland, 
Germany, and the United States are represented; are 
Africa and Palestine and Rome. 


Put Letters the Martyrs well your list books 
that would make attractive and appreciated books for 
gifts. And all means read yourself. 


Gollancz, Victor, Compiler Man and God 
Houghton, Mifflin. June 22, 1951. 576p. $3.75. 

Subtitled “Passages chosen and arranged express 
mood about the human and divine”, this anthology put 
together leading English publisher gathering 
much what men have written about God and 
their relation Him. the subtitle indicates, the 
arrangement the selections has been part the 
compiler’s care, and the book intended read 


more less consecutively, being arranged 


according these subject headings: God’s Mercy and 
Love; Good and Evil; The Relation Man Man; 
Acceptance; The Self. 


This reviewer admits being anthological enthus- 
iast, and with regret that Mr. Gollancz’s volume 
must said be—from the Catholic viewpoint, 
any rate—unsuccessful and unacceptable; and this for 
several reasons. Mainly, might said that the 
general impression reading through the selections 
that the independence and autonomy man con- 
tinually stressed, rather than the supremacy God 
and the subservience man Him. Representative 
this note might the quotation from the Harvard 
philosopher, Josiah Royce: “Arise, then, freeman; stand 
forth thy world. God’s world. also thine.” 
Again, there are quotations from Pelagius about the 
powers man, and one the contributors the 
volume, Lewis, quoted asking, “What, after 
all, Pelagius were more right than his detractors?” 


Many the selections are objectionable because tend- 
ing pantheism, and many authors are quoted who are 
either recognizably heretical dangerously close 
being, for this reason. Meister Eckhart appears 
time and time again, and Jakob Boehme, and Angelus 
Silesius; the this representative: 


Came naught, then God’s own death must be; 
would give the ghost for lack me. 


And find Eckhart declaring that “If must choose 
between God and truth, should cleave truth, and 
let God go”. 


true that, over against such objectionable passages, 
there are scores and scores perfectly orthodox selec- 
tions, highly inspirational and highly usable for 
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tary reading. But the proportion the objectionable 
all too high, and the compiler seems have un- 
canny genius for selecting, out the works writers 
who have given much that good, precisely the 
sentences that place them under suspicion. find 
Berdyaev, sound many respects, saying that “Sad- 
ism evident Christian doctrine, for instance 
that endless punishment hell”. general, 
matter fact, Gollancz does everything possible 
avoid the presentation God God justice, 
well love. 


Rather regretfully, then, must concluded that this 
book cannot recommended any group readers, 
since the unsound and heretical far outweigh the 
selections that might have been helpful and inspiring. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Sumner, Cid Ricketts Sudden Glory 
Bobbs-Merrill. June 1951. 326p. $3.00. 


pleasant, nostalgic family story, with alternate mo- 
ments comedy and pathos, what Mrs. Sumner pro- 
vides Sudden Glory. not much the way 
memorable literature, perhaps, but the book does have 
charm that marks companionable pick-up 
reading for few hours’ relaxing. 


all happens down the deep 
from Natchez, south Jackson, remote alike from river 
and waystop between the past and 
future called Caroline, Mississippi. the 1870’s and 
there were many 300 people living there, 
some them forever unable forget the gracious and 
leisurely ante-bellum days. 


Among those who still held firmly the gentility that 
had been theirs before the war claimed their planta- 
tion Abalony were the Daltons. Mother, patient and 
pillar strength crisis, fought back poverty 
with succession impossible business ventures; Sister 
Josie preferred ignore the situation, playing the popu- 
lar, languorous belle she felt was her proper role. Once 
grande dame, grandmother continued rule the 
household with her sharp tongue, though she had long 
since taken her bed prevent Aunt Maudie’s 
marrying beneath her. Even grandfather, other 
matters wise and wonderful old gentleman, spoke 
with reverence Abalony. remained for precocious, 
15-year-old Rhoda Lee Dalton shake off the family’s 
romantic dreams for practical reality. 


here the account Rhoda Lee’s growing up— 
“My early years were spent riding horseback, climbing 
trees, feeding the chickens, getting the cows, gather- 
ing leaves for mother’s silkworms (the latter being 
woman whose vivacious enterprises sometimes border 
extravagance), reading aloud grandmother 
from the Bible and Sir Walter Scott and the poems 
Ann Felicia Hemans, delivering milk and eggs our 
customers and frying-size chickens Saturdays”—the 
complications first love and disillusionment, the 
struggle toward maturity, and the discovery the 
“sudden glory” laughter when she most. 
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The whole thing adds light diversion for everyone 


the house. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, lowa 


Charlot, Jean Dance Death 
Sheed Ward. Aug. 22, 1951. $2.50. 


Paris-born Jean Charlot, who left France for America 
after the first world war and has been teaching and 
practicing art since Central America, Honolulu, and 
various parts the United States, has turned out 
series fifty slap-dash pen-and-ink sketches 
theme that was enormously popular Europe from 
the late fourteenth the early seventeenth centuries, 
the inevitability and universality death. Travelers 
who have visited Lucerne, Switzerland, will remember 
the series paintings the covered wooden bridge 
that spans the Ruess river there; and art students will 
recall Hogarth’s drawings the same 
ally thousands such series were painted drawn 
etched during the decades following the pestilential 
plague years Europe; and may symptomatic 
our own age’s preoccupation with death violence, 
automotive and atomic, that Mr. Charlot and Mr. 
Sheed have collaborated presenting this book the 
public. Mr. Charlot’s cartoons trace Death’s own dance 
from its birth the Garden Eden, consequence 
First Man’s sin rebellion, its death the 
Garden Gethsemane the First Easter. the 
span its career, Death pictured calling all, king, 
hermit, gravedigger, strong, weak, fair, rich, wise, flirta- 
tious, prisoner, artist, executioner, old, babe, invalid, etc. 


not pleasant have report that did not find 
this series sketches particularly skillful attractive; 
and almost certainly too high-priced, least for the 
quality the work. Some the concepts are very 
good indeed. liked the artist’s irony presenting the 
king being called naked his doom, leaving his empty 
robes sitting his throne; the child’s recognition 
death angel; and others here and there. But 
some the ideas are trite, some are merely skittish. 
have particular prejudice against line drawing, and 
respect any artist’s right appreciated terms 
his own individual style. But most these sketches 
look like doodling; the roughest rough drafts for 
sketches. Many times, the wit rather the caption 
than the cartoon: e.g., Death the Pessimist: “You 
talked into it”; the Optimist: “You dared me”; 
the Nudist: “Come just you 

inclined doubt that the book-buying public will 
share Mr. Sheed’s enthusiasm for Mr. Charlot’s work 
the extent exchanging $2.50, (about three gallons 
milk), for this Dance Death. Mr. Sheed was tak- 


ing that chance. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
Duckett, Eleanor Shipley 
Alcuin, Friend Charlemagne; His World 


and His Work 
Macmillan. 1951. 337p. $5.00. 


new biography Alcuin has long been due; are 
fortunate that the well-known author The Gateway 
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the Middle Ages has chosen the great English 
teacher and head Charlemagne’s Palace School since 
her knowledge the period unsurpassed and her 
ability effect synthesis existing scholarship 
evident. This not biography the eulogistic type 
but careful appraisal Alcuin’s varied contributions: 
his work York that led recognition from the con- 
tinent; his teaching and general influence Charle- 
magne’s court; his writings for the church defence 
doctrine against the Spanish heretics; his careful edit- 
ing liturgical texts into new Sacramentary which 
became the basis the Latin missal. the author 
says, “Every Catholic under the obedience Rome 
owes debt gratitude Alcuin every time hears 
Mass the altar, this deacon and teacher who 
his eagerness for the life souls laboured without haste 
and without rest give men what they needed and, 
with this, what they desired” (p. 197). Paradoxically, 
“he never offered for his people the Holy Sacrifice 
the altar” since “he was neither priest nor layman” but 
deacon (p. 305). Miss Duckett demonstrates that 
Alcuin was not the inventor the famous “Caroline 
minuscule” which probably developed from Corbie 
script the 770’s and was adopted, “for its legibility 
and grace, King Charles official script for his 
realms” (p. 256). 


Alcuin, Friend Charlemagne, should stand for many 
years excellent presentation what known 
great teacher and influential person one the 
turning points history. Although not “popular” 
study, within the reach the college trained; 
should appeal anyone interested the period. 


Garden, John Day Reckoning 
Lippincott. 1951. 222p. $2.75. 

More than mystery novel more accurately perhaps 
good one with new twist, Day Reckoning excel- 
lent entertainment its kind. From the first pages 
when the reader knows that Dyke Farne killed his wife 
moment rage, interest not centered much 
the discovery the killer, the murderer’s re- 
action his deed. 


The small party family and close friends playing 
bridge the cabin the launch have suspicion 
that when Dyke took drink his wife the steering 
wheel, was enraged her intention leave him 
for another man and, impulse, pushed her into the 
river. The noise mill obscured the splash, there 
was scream, and Dyke returned the party, leaving 
the boat run aground ten minutes later. Seemingly 
has committed the perfect crime and will not 
caught. 


However, missing his wife and tortured non- 
criminal conscience, the murderer begins break. 
confides his secret each those around him, loving 
sister, estranged son, family friends and doctor and 
even police officials, but turn met with the 


Garden Thacker 
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attitude that the tragedy has left him mentally unbal- 
anced. The final reckoning with his own conscience 
inevitable and logical but still surprise. 


As.a psychological study mind tortured guilt 
this novel unusually well done. Suspense 
terest are highly sustained throughout. Several con- 
versational passages sophisticated level 
garity well casual acceptance marital in- 
fidelity preclude its being recommended any but 


adults. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Thacker, Russell The Captain 
Macmillan. May 15, 1951. 280p. $3.50. 


Though only Lieutenant the Naval Reserve was 
Captain his crew, the crew the LST L47 engaged 
transporting troops and materials about the Pacific, 
And was the man solve all their individual prob- 
lems—to keep taut ship line with Navy regulations. 
His problems included the engineering officer, Swett 
drunk duty, his executive officer, McHannon, loyal 
the Captain but unable see beyond the Naval 
regulations the tip his nose, another officer Gil- 
christ, too sensitive and too artistic for naval life and 
whole series crew members whose problems must 
cared for the ship were continue operating, 
The Captain did not believe enforcing naval regula- 
tions the letter but tended allow for human 
frailty and was frequently too easy-going with minor 
infractions discipline and even with some major 
ones. believed keeping his ship running even 
the cost compromise. himself was riddled with 
fever and kept his feet only continuous doses 
sulfa and aspirin. had the affection and loyalty 
most his crew; was brave and honest but was 
definitely unfortunate. McHannon put it, “How the 
hell you there’s bad deal, you draw 
from one end this ocean the other.” 


The Captain’s problems were complicated when the 
L47 was assigned part the invasion Kia Orta, 
transporting and unloading 500 Marine engineers and 
their equipment. Commander Sawyer, the 
immediate superior and Regular Navy man kept 
ging the Captain minor details and had formed 
unfavorable general impression him. The actual 
invasion finally brings all problems head and the 
unfortunate Captain finds himself failure and 
feated every point. the story ends relieved 
his command spite the great courage and 
tion duty had displayed. 


picture man buffeted all the complex 
problems ship and her people war the book 
well done. Unfortunately, completely spoiled 
the inclusion plethora profanity, vulgarity and 
obscenity and, that account, cannot recom- 
mended any class reader. 
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